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Attorneys of the Month

By Elizabeth Morse

efore it became known as Raybin G Weissman PC., David Raybin's
Firm focused heavily on criminal defense. When Florida personal njury
attorney David Weissman joined the firm, it Decame apparent the

practice was going to expand. In almost a decade of partnersh

0, 1he

two men have created 8 s%mhmin practice - simultaneously grooming their

respective practices and

The oot of  Partnership

Weissman had just touched down in
Tennessee with his young family when he
set out to find the right firm for his prac-
tice. Having managed his own successful
firm in Florida, Weissman had a list of
requirements.

“I wanted an AV-rated firm with a top-
notch litigation practice;” he says. “I knew
finding the right fit was essential to grow-
ing my practice here in Nashville”

The night before his interview with Ray-
bin’s firm, Weissman spotted Raybin on
the news show 20/20, discussing a recent
successful case. “The next day, I walked in
and discovered I was being interviewed by
David himself”

“Dave Weissman came to us with strong

inding true success.

experience in personal injury, Raybin
says. In addition to Weissman’s extensive
litigation background, Raybin was im-
pressed that he had been managing part-
ner of his own 10-attorney firm in Florida
and thus knew what it took to run the
business-end of a practice.

Weissman had found his firm.

“Over time, Dave Weissman’s practice
blossomed here,” Raybin says. “In order to
retain his partnership with us, we shifted
the focus of the firm, bringing personal in-
jury in under our umbrella”

“Working with David Raybin is an hon-
or; Weissman says. “He is literally a super-
star in his field. Even more important, he is
honest, respectful and caring”

Today, Raybin maintains the firm’s
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criminal defense practice while Weissman
continues to build the firm’s niche in per-
sonal injury.

Early Beginmings

At 18, Raybin’s father handed him “My
Life in Court] New York trial attorney
Louis Nizer’s autobiography. Raybin, an
avid reader, raced through the recollections
of criminal and civil cases and set his sights
on a career in law.

At the University of Tennessee College
of Law, he was immediately drawn into a
focus on criminal law. Following gradua-
tion, he began working with the Tennessee
Attorney General’s Office and then the DA’
Office. Beyond his courtroom practice,
Raybin has been a prolific writer, authoring
his own book, “Tennessee Criminal Law”

“It seems criminal law was all I ever re-
ally knew how to do and all I ever loved,”
Raybin laughs.

Weissman, on the other hand, followed
his ambition of emulating the corporate
watchdog Ralph Nader. “I wanted to help
the ‘little guy’ It was a gradual process, but
eventually I found my way to the focus of
my practice: people over profits. It is far
more satisfying and sends the right mes-
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sage to those who harm my clients.”
His personal injury practice was born.

The Future of Raupin & Weissman

While the two practices are largely sepa-
rate and distinct, there is a very important
common denominator. This can be found
in their excessive force civil rights litiga-
tion. This commonality keeps the two at-
torneys in step with each other as they
continue to work in their respective fields,
winning cases and awards along the way.

“We’re both fighting for justice;” Raybin
says. “Its the common thread that per-
vades our practice”

Beyond the strong foundation they’ve
created, the two attorneys each have plans
for the future.

Raybin, a successful writer and com-
mentator, hopes to write his legal mem-
oirs - a reflection of the cases he’s repre-
sented as a teaching tool for future law-
yers. This is perhaps a tribute to Nizer’s
book, the inspiration that brought Raybin
to the practice of law.

Today, he is passing that knowledge
along to his son, Ben.

“Ben is an experienced criminal de-
fense attorney,” Raybin says. “He’s already
presented a case before the Tennessee
Supreme Court. I couldn’t be more proud
of him”

In working with his son and other as-
sociates, Raybin and Weissman hope to
develop a second generation of lawyers to
carry on the work of the firm.

“When I decide to leave practice, I want
to pass it on to an attorney who shares my
ideals - a young associate who will contin-

ue to fight for the rights of those who most
need a champion,” Weissman says.

“It’s important to have mentors,” Raybin
says. “Having respected attorneys in your
corner can help you succeed. We constantly
encourage our lawyers to roundtable cases.
Dave Weissman and I try to be resources in
our firm. One of the most important pieces
of advice I have for young attorneys is to
never take shortcuts — they often lead to
disaster”

Beyond impacting the future genera-
tions, Weissman hopes to effect change
within his field. “I want people to recognize
the value and merit of personal injury at-
torneys,” he says. “There’s all this garbage
TV advertising that portrays personal inju-
ry attorneys as sleazy and shady. The real-
ity is that we help those folks who wouldn't
have a chance without us. I'd like to do what
I can to alter the image of personal injury
practice so it is more positive. Maintaining
a tradition of excellence is how we accom-
plish that goal”

Looking ahead, the two attorneys in-
tend to grow their firm organically to keep
pace with the flourishing metropolitan of
Nashville.

“We plan to take a ‘team approach,” Ray-
bin says. “Bringing on quality people so we
can continue to serve our clients at a high
level. As Nashville grows, so does the de-
mand for our services. We need to be able
to meet the needs of our clients and our
community.”

According to Weissman, the firm will
grow, but the principles that support it to-
day will grow with it. “We will still focus
on people over profits,” he says. “As profits
grow, our good works will multiply”
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424 Church St., Suite 2120
Nashville, TN 37219

(615) 256-6666
www.NashvilleTNLaw.com

Practce Aregs

Criminal Defense
Personal Injury

Social Security Disability

David Raybin

[ducation

Juris Doctor, University of Tennessee
College of Law, 1973

Bachelor of Arts, Virginia Commonwealth
University, 1971

Professional Membership

American Bar Association

Nashville Bar Association

National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers

Tennessee Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers, Board of Directors

Tennessee Bar Association

Tennessee Trial Lawyers Association

Hofbies

Photography
Painting Miniature Soldiers

David Welssman
Education

Juris Doctor, Florida State University
College of Law, 1989

Bachelor of Arts, Florida State University,
1986

Professional Nembership

American Bar Association

Nashville Bar Association

Tennessee Bar Association

American Inns of Court

American Association for Justice

Association of Trial Lawyers of America

National Organization of Social Security
Claimant’s Representatives

Utah State Bar Association

Salt Lake City Bar Association

Florida State Bar Association

Palm Beach County Bar Association

Academy of Florida Trial Lawyers

Florida Workers” Advocates

Palm Beach County Trial Lawyers
Association

Hobies
Golfing
Hiking






